
697

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 14

with a lot of different things, as well as building
on what works in community after community.

You know, I ran for this job and moved to
Washington because I wanted to help empower
people back home all over America to solve
their own problems. That’s what this crime bill
does. And another thing I am proud of is we
do it without new taxes, even though, as Mayor
James said, it is by far the biggest Federal in-
vestment, and Mayor Abramson emphasized, by
far the biggest Federal investment in anticrime
activities in the history of this country.

We do it by taking a major portion of the
Vice President’s reinventing Government plan,
a plan to reduce the Federal bureaucracy by
250,000 employees over the next 5 years and
put all the savings into a trust fund directed
to fund the crime bill. That’s a pretty good
swap: reduce the Federal Government by
250,000 by attrition, by early retirement, with
discipline over the next 5 years, and give all
the money from the savings back to local com-
munities to make our streets, our homes, and
our schools safer.

Again, let me thank you all for coming here.
Let me remind you that this is not a partisan
issue or a sectional issue or a racial issue or
an income issue. If anything should unite our
country, if anything should truly make us a
United States of America in 1994, it should be
the passionate desire to restore real freedom
to our streets, to give our families back their
security, to give our children back their future.

I thank all of you for what you have done
to secure it. I look forward now to honoring
these fine police men and women behind me,
and I urge you: take this opportunity to make
it abundantly clear to the United States Con-
gress that America should not wait another day,
another week, for a crime bill that will achieve
these objectives. We need it, and you can de-
liver it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Willie L. Williams, chief of police,
Los Angeles, CA.

Statement on the Pacific Northwest Forest Management Plan
April 14, 1994

Today marks the beginning of a new era for
the Pacific Northwest and for forestry manage-
ment across our Nation.

With this decision, we begin efforts to restore
the forests that make the region beautiful, pro-
ductive, and utterly unique. We are taking the
single most important step toward once again
having a steady flow of timber to Pacific North-
west mills. At the same time, the plan provides
for sustainable management of our Nation’s pre-
cious natural resources.

This plan fulfills the commitment I made one
year ago. It is environmentally credible and
backed by the best available science. It meets
the high standards required by Federal court
and expected by the American people. It is a
document that should move management of
Federal forests out of the courts and into the
hands of professional resource managers. To-
day’s decision moves us from gridlock to growth,
from obstructionism to opportunity.

The Secretaries’ decision today offers a hope-
ful break from the past. It is just one element
of a strong and comprehensive plan for the Pa-
cific Northwest. Working closely with the Con-
gress, my administration has forged powerful
new partnerships with State and local govern-
ments in the region. We are creating new, well-
paying jobs in timber-dependent communities
and are providing the certainty that investors
and businesses in the region have so desperately
needed. Our ties to the region and our commit-
ment of financial support for the next 5 years
will continue to provide the leadership for a
full economic recovery.

NOTE: The Record of Decision was signed by Sec-
retary of Agriculture Mike Espy and Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt.
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